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allaboration s the French word for it
and in the UK the |H:-|"|,J|.'|r AT 1%
pannesing, But whatever you call it
thes davs of “kevp out of my patch” are
lomg pone,

The manner in which the Highway  Authonties
(HAPAS) has

Product Approval - Scheme bareeny

doveloped, ard the resalt this woek has achicved,

exermnlifies the benefits of adopting close workmg

relationships

Plans for & national approval scheme for innovatoe
higbisay products and materals were fisst announced
back in 1997, There was one main thought uppermiost

in et peogles” minds: that foe such a scheme to e

succrssiul all parties with o techn cal interest in
brazbcding and maintaining rc wicks miost be fully invoboed,

Thee Highwavs Agency  and  other  Bighway
athorities shared the asphalt indusings concem that
s pood] newy ideas were aking far too fong o e
acceped for e in UK moad construction. Caution s a
prudent attribute of engineess. But there was concerm
that this was bepinning to stultife  innovative
dhivelopmenis in technigques, produces and materials,
I simphe terms, the UK highway industry was being
lestt Belsinad,

The Hiphwavs Apency (HAD and OS5 got together
with the British Board of Aprément (BBA) 1o see
swhther saenething could be pained Er\_u loaking at how
oher countnes operated, The French approach to
procluct and matenal  development proved 1o be
particularly relevant and it was noticed that in France
there appeared 1o be greater readiness o gse
inngwantivie prrocducts at an carlics stage,

Feench authorities use an Ayis Technigues (Techaical
Motices) svstemn already well known and understoodd
by ther BEA which has been a member of the European
s oot 30 vears

Umion of e (LIEARK

Thi= ‘aprément” process for approving - innoeativge

buatlding produscts s well estabilishiced in most European
1]

e and a weatem of confirmations of cemiticales
between members in different countries 15 8 useful aid
toy cromss border trade,

This model fited the UK requirements exactly so
HAPAS was sel up with BEA as the assessor and
techmcal secretarial, HAPAS coedificates ane published
a5 BEAHAPAS Koads & Brdges Agrément Cortificates

From the outset it was foseseen that HAPAS st bae
so the cetiicates could be

technically  thorouph

absolutely  relicd upon by enginecrs using the
products, Applicants for HAPAS approval must supply
comprehensive dat abile 1o stand clese scrating by the
BBA The process is very time consuming and therelone
is not cheap. Hesvever, as the BRA is a non profbin

distributing compuany linked to the Gosemment, the

fies imvobved in gaiming, HAPAS approval refleot
actual costs involved

The value of a truly national approval scheme g
encrmous amd there are benedits o be reaped by
thir same

EVERYOE el Repwet evalution of

peoduct by differont bighway authorities is elimenated.

Engincers keen to peoduce better solutions by us
1;r'-|'-d Fi |‘|r| h"I;_,'I_!'\ AR Proen .’i‘n’_" ASSUTANOE that the
inneration will ot let them down, Producers can stan
ter recoup development costs at an earlicr stage and
spsecincation writiong s simplified by calling for HIAPAS
approved products anly,

Dirvelopment of HAPAS has prosen i great success,

This has boen due to the enthustastic participation of
the highway authoritics, producers, mescarch bodics
and other experts on the vanous Specialisn Groups
which  have drawn up  guidelines  for testing,
assessment and cortfication of each HAPAS product

Cateron,

I bt HAPAS cortificates have boen ssued and

many more are coming throush the sy<tem including
tharse fior thin surfacings, This is a remarkable testimony
of herwe results can be achicved when the industre pulls

topethier as . whole,



