Modern

Tarmac

Asphalts

Tarmac’s new SpreadMaster lorry-mounted

asphalt spreading system represents a major

advance over traditional methods of

handlay surfacing.

A better spread
for your money

pphication of asphalt on footpaths and car-
riageway inaccessible to a paver has been
carriec] out with little variation of method
for decades. The task of transfernng a
quantity of material from a lorry o where it
is needed has traditionally involved tipping the
asgrhall as close to the site as possible and then trans-
prorting it using a wheelbarrow or wheeled loader,

Tarmac's customers are no longer having to make
cley with this less than ideal solution lollowing the
introfuction of the Spreaddaster asphalt delivery
and spreading system to the United Kingdom
muarket.

Since summer 1998 many recipients of Tarmag
asphalts including a lenpthening st of local
authonties have benefited from using Spreaddaster
In prederence o the relatively  labour intensive
techninues they have proviously used.

Spreaddaster s fairly simple in terms of s
design, 1ois mounted in place of the delivery
vehicle's taileate and consists of 3 screw conveyor

enclosed within o aficulated arms which allow

“Our customers are
reporting a long list of
benefits — most importantly
contractors have found that
their operations are safer
and a lot more efficient .”
Ehris Valentine

material to be spread at a radios of 3.5m directly
froam the vehicle

The arms are operated  hwdraulically  from a
remote control box and can be lifted o clear
obstructions such as road safety barders. “Our
customers are reporting a long list of benefits from
using  SpreadMaster,”  says Tarmac Sales
Representative Chris Valentine,

“fost importantly, contractors have found that
thetr operations are safer and a ot more efficient,
They no longer need o have a wheeled loader
running up and doswn and turning within the site,
which often extends only as far as the width of the
footpath and a single carriageway lane closure,” he
Says.

“Plant and labour requirements are reduced
using Sprevdiaster so valuable resources can be
allocated elsewhere, Also, with no need o loose tig
the material, there s a reduction in the petential for
heat loss, contamination, waste and damage 10 the
surace on which the material has been tipged,”

Other advantages of using SpreacMastor include
a redluction in standing time due o operalives no
fongzeer having o wait for material to be transgorted
from a stockpile and less manual handling, adds
Walentine

“Occupational health problems associated with
shovelling and transporting material manually is an
imponant issue for contractors and local authonties,
Use of technology such as SpreadMaster reduces
exposure 1o occupational health risks.

“There are alse  envirenmental  benefits
assactated with SpreadMaster, such as reduced
noise and less disruption for the public.”

Tarmac’s asphalt spreading system was ariginally
developed in Sweden and infroduced 1o the LK
surfacing markel i 1998 through the company’s
MNorthem Region subdivision,

According 1o Valentine, a single unit operated

uncler trial offer 1o the companys customers in the



Morth East proved so successiul that Tarmac's
Morthiern Begion Director Alan Barrett took up the
miative,

Barrett has  since promoled  the ose ol
Spreaaidasters by Tarmac customers arad a total of 11
machines are now in use throughout the company's
LIK ) WEraling regnns

Tarmac’s growing list of customers making soocd
use of SpreadMaster includes a  number  of
contractors in the Narth East such as Howseman &
Falshaw and Foden & Spence. But it s the highway

departments of al authorities in particular that

hawve  taken to 1o

Spreadiaster’s  advantag

footpath and cycleway surfacing, savs Valentine

Ther list of public sector users of Spreaddaster

includes Sunderand City Contracting and  the

borough councils ¥l Stockton-Oin-Tees,

Micldlsbrough and Bedoar & Cloveland.

Contract Supervisor for the Highways department
at Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council Graeme Small
says Spreadidaster s pencilled i for use on at least

12 tootpath schemes in Stockton during 20000,

“Keeping one of Tamac’s macl

S UM

constantly for six or seven days each week s

significantly  increasing . the  tempo ol our

operations,” says Small,
“We have used SproadMaster on several now-
build and footpath  maintenance  projects during

1999 and <o far in 1, Generally we have found

that asphalt can be delivered and dispenzed o
number of sites by one vehicle Inoa much moe
comtriolled manner

“This is reducing strain inguries and the plant and

labowr  requirements  for a  single  surfacing

Operation.”

Small savs his operatives have previously used a
JCB 3CX with a selection of buckets for ofi-loading
and transporting asphall on site, Damage 1o the JCB,
the lorry and the road surface whene the material
wars off-loaded was common

“By using SpreaddMaster we have prevented this
andl the need for remedial work, and the material is

novw much less -!"\|:ll'l‘-!'(| o contamination and

environmental influences,” he says.

Traffic management on site has been simplified
as we no longer have a pile of asphalt obstructing
the site and the JCB is being put 1o betler use on jobs
it wwas designed for, Another bonus is obligation for
mainienance of the equipment is with the supplier.

“If it breaks or fails inoany way, Spreacddaster and

the material remaining in the vehicle will returm 1o

Tarmac s clogsot
1 had a guantity of off-loaded material and a
prablem an my hands if the JCB broke down,” savs

Simall

Tarmac has invested heavily in dew

W a
network of Sporeachaster machines tor ils cuslormers
throughowt Britain after realising  the system's
benefits on contracts in the North East.

“Tarmac is very keen to help its customers work
mewre efficiently, We have developed a full range of
Inmewvative added value surfacing products within
our Masters in Asphalt hean,” savs Yalentine

“The henefits to be had from 1hese proglucts are
being brought to the full by placing the material

directly where required on site using SpreacdMaster,”



