thes desstgn, Viabase s a ‘sandwich Tiller that can be
wsed between o base course and overlying wearing

course 1o make up any difference in thickness

between old and mew surfaces,” savs Pownall.
“Viabase can be laid in varvine thicknesses

without producing uneven rutting which made it

idesal for the jeb at Bidston Moss, Replacement of the
upper repulating laver with Viabase meant that the
new surface would be no thicker than the existing
surface and would not increase the loading on the

viaduct.”

Trials of the revised pavement design were carried

out 1 the works compound located directly below

the viaguct, A concrele slab was laid within the
conmpouned o the same specitication as the bricl

deck. The

anel waterproaning, 1h

slab was then coated with Eliminator

prin n covered by oa tack

costt intendeed o bond the waterproofing  to th

lowver regulating layer. The lower regulating Laver,

Wiabase amel the UL-M o weaning course were Laid ancl
reslleel at the minimum and masimum temperatures
1 check the specification

Allerations 1o the surace specilication delaved
thee start of the works trom August ontil mid
September which added potential weeather problems
to the couation. Pownall says: “Bicslon Moss is an
oxtremely open and exposed area. So owith the
briehge: deck of the viadoct oughly 25m above

ound level we knew that high winds and rain wiere

likely 1o bea problem,”

Work began on removing the existing surface
which showed the exposed concrete deck w be
extremely

univen, Extensive TRy minrtar repa
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wiene necessary tooeven out the surface  before
resurfacing could start, “The existing waterprooding
varried in thickness even more dramatically than the
surfacing - freem 10mm 1o over S0mm thick in less
tham 50em!” savs Pownall

Spraving o the primer and waterproofing was
alzay delaved by high winds and damp conditions
Tt pestponement of the work until the following
SUmimer was o Just not oan oplion according 1o
Poswnall: “The existing suface was in an extremely
poor condition anel would not last another winters
b wWas a Case of Moy OF Neyer

In an attempt to beat the weather the team
clecicled o cover the works in a tent =0 the effects of
thex high winds were reduced. On paper the exercise

rmighl sound vasy but secy v tent structure to the

cleck in strong winds without it blowing away was

i entirely diffenent matter

With the tent secured, work began on spraving

the Eliminator waterproaiing and installing a new

positive drainage system, Pownall savs: “Previously

the drainage system had allowed water 1o po

some areas and in combination wit trost action

probahly created another factor working against the

previous surfacings. The aim of the positive drainage

was o remove water quickly and lower thi il

tor frosl action damage 1o the new surace.”
After all the delayvs encoumtered leading up to the

surdacing, the laving itseli nt almast without a

hitch apart frem some minor interference by the

weather, The project was finally completed in mid

Mowemibier six weeks late and 2t a final cost of

£1.38 but Posnall is still smilin

“Drespite finishing late and over budget the HA 1=

well aware of the challenges which were thrown at

% LELri his comract and have commended us on

the way we coped. Al the end of the day we got the
job done and we're guietly comtident that we won’

b back in five vears time 1o dio the same job again?”



