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v skab at guesstirmating the number of potholes in Britain. Theirnumber cruncher caloulated 6.1 8

pstholes and trenches dug by utility and elecommunications companies a vear and another 2,18

potholes iofficially defined as isolated ¢ s more than 25mm deep that may boe ol wis) chisfiguring the

rosacks, In London alone an estimated 400,000 ‘utility openings’ were dug in the streets last year

Inspections have shown that nine out of 10 such excavations are so badly restoree thisy become potholes
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The fipure comes as no surprise (o Dupald Gonsal, assistant director of street man

h last year, Camclen
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Potholes are symptomatic of Britain's shambolic transpon infrastroctune which puts the UK bottom of the
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the roads — in telecommunications alone the number kas ri

+ AA conc luded that Britain has the
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worst road congestion in western Europe, The problems are acknowledssed by the Government, In 199§

Chancellor Gordon Brown saecl: “After years of e

th

overcrowded, under-financed a S-rmainiaimesd ransport syst

But what has he dooe about it? In that same year the Covernment cancelled some 87 new road schemes

leaving a scaled down programme of just 37 projects over seven years, Meanwhile an estimated 500 bypasses

¢ towwns, But in this March’s Budget transport lost out again
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1 NHS, Jehin Prescott, e deputy prime minister

as the Chancellor poured in bBillions to education and the ail

ze a4 mere E2ROM oul o e

whois ullimately responsible for sorting out thie transpsern crisis managed o sopus

Treasury for schemes to tackle congestion hot spots and modernise public transpon
Prescott's department is currently developing a 10 year plan for roads and transport “to transform our

nfrastructure over the next 10 years and make Britiin's transport systern the rival of any in Eurape”, For this

the AA has warned, investmoent must increase from £5.5 billion this vear to £12 hilllon OF just 1o acleress
the backlog of repairs and deliver a core programme of routine maintenance and stalled improvements,
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O the pothole question, Mr Prescoft must find ways of improving co-ordinat
lelecommunications companics, to minimise the numbes of tmes a road can be dug up, reduce the length of

time taken to restoee the road and ensure reinstatement works are carmied oul 0 a satisfactory standard

COwverall, the AA says, the Government must adopt a cullure of 'stitch in lime' instead of 'patch and menc.

Sunday Times reporter Rosie Waterhowse wrote the ‘Pothole Britain’ exposé in her paper, 26 March 2000 issue,




