COMPANY: TARMAC

Conducting business with care

Specialism

is on the increase

and so is the number of
specialist divisions of major
companies. One such newcomer
is Tarmac Johnston Material

Services.

v

Tarmac Johnston Material Ser-
vices arose from the desire of Tar-
mac Cuarry  Products  to
consolidale its position as a mar-
ket leader in the supply of thin
and ultra thin surfacing products
to a growing number of infra-
structure  customers, including
highway maintenance organisa-
tions, local authorities and exter-
nalised local authorities.
Determined o maintain and
enhance its service lo customers,
Tarmac acquired Johnston Sur-
facing in November 1998. "This
brought a complimentary range
of products and skills which
could be developed under Tar-
mac's Masters in Infrastructure
Maintenance brand,” Tarmac

Johnston  General Manager
Steve Coombs says. TOP's exist-
ing range of maintenance and
surfacing treatments such as the
anti skid surfacing Maslergrip 1o
Johnston's products and ser-
vices provided a good fit.

‘Adding the two operations
together means we can provide a
comprehensive range of special-
ist maintenance products and
treatments nation-wide. We aim
1o be the first stop for surfacing
maintenance needs, with a full
range of cost effective solutions
for all reguirements; and a vehicle
for accessing all TQP's special
surfacing products,” he says.

‘It we don't have tha entire solu-
tion to satisly a customer needs
within Tarmac Johnston then we
cancall on the restof the Group to
contribute their experlise. We are
also able to support other Tarmac
companies.”

Keen interest is coming from
Highway Authorities and Con-
tractors for Mastergrip, a Type 1
high friction surfacing system
with BBA HAPAS accreditation,

A wide range of specialist surfacing is
available from Tarmac Johnston.

which can be provided in a vari-
ety of coloured and pigmented
bauxite aggregates. The use of
this types of material for high
stress areas like junctions and
roundabouls as well as for lane
delineation and fraffic calming
continues io grow. Many aes-
thelic or architectural surfacing
needs can also be accommo-
dated using a wide range of nat-
ural and coloured aggregales.

Cracking control

Other specialist  products
include the recently launched
Mastergrid, a glass fibre rein-
forcement grid syslem largeted
at control of reflective cracking
which, untreated, can lead o pre-
mature pavermnent failure. Thisis a
composile product incarporating
a glass filament mesh; slilch
bonded to a needle punched
polypropylene paving fabric, It
has proven highly successful in
confrolling cracking by either
restricting formation of cracks or
reducing the rate of crack propa-

Laying Mastergrid fo control
reflective cracking through surfacing.
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gation in asphalt overlays.

Thin overlays are often speci-
fied as a maintenance solution for
cracked cammageways, but
Coombs says this on ils own can
be a ‘quick fix' solution with
cracks returning socon after-
wards. Mastergrid can be used
throughoul the year, and its
application 1o
the

as a reinforcing
and stress relieving
layer, protecting the
subsaguent  overlay,
sealing the substrate from water
as well as remnforcing the overlay
with a high modulus glass fibre.

Onawhole lite costing compar-
ison Mastergrid will easily outper-
farm any ‘quick fix". The product
comes in 100kN and S0k
sirengths and can be used on
jointed concrete carriageways,
airfields, lean mix concrate road-
ways, cracked pavements, pave-
ments suffering frost heave and
pavemants subject to very heavy
sustained loadings.

For carriageways with severe
cracking or “mobile” jpints in con-
crele pavemenls, Tarmac John-
ston can |nstall a high strength
coated steel mesh reinforcement
product, secured and protected
by a bitumen slurry seal prior to
the traditional surfacing overlay

For areas where high perior-
mange 15 not so critical; in resi-
dential streets for example, a
veneer surfacing product called
Nimpactocote continues to be
popular. Coombs says: “Nim-
pactocole has been around a
long time and is well tried and
tesied. It is a durable and dense
low noise surface, which reslores
shape and ride quality where
pavemenls have deleriorated
Alternatively, one of our micro
surfacing products might be
more suitable. Applied in single
or double layers, polymer modi-
fied and fibre enhanced for
improved durability, micro sur-
facing Is a cost effective solution
o extend the life and o improve
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the appearance and skid resis-
lance of residential and lightly
trafficked carriageways”.
Promoting  technigues which
are as environmentally friendly as
possible is a key corporate goal
of the Tarmac Group, and this
extends to Tarmac's surfacing
operations. Tarmac John-
ston offers in situ pave-
ment recycling as an
aliernative to tradi-
tional carriageway
reconstruction and
although Coombs says
recycling has been slow o take
off generally, "more customers
are coming o see it as a cost
effective waste disposal, recon-
struction or surfacing solution”.
Tarmac has the state ol the arl
equipment essential for this sort
of work as well as the skills and
the track record which customers
need to put their mind at ease.
Coombs says: “The Tarmac
Johnston recycling operation is
supporied by Australian based
Stabilised Pavements Interna-
tional, one of the world's most
experienced road recycling and
soil stabilisabion contractors™,
The traditional approach to
reconstructing failed carriage-
way is 1o lake out and dispose of
the old material and import new
material. By using in situ materi-
als, which are pulverised and
treated with cement or foamed
bitumen, recycling can be
around 25% cheaper and lake
only hall the time.

Disturbance cut

“We have case studies where
we have cul five week construc-
tion periods 10 one week, saving
massively on landfill costs, the
cost of new materials, and slash-
ing the number of HGV move-
ments  which  would have
disturbed the community.

Coombs adds: “Landlill costs
can be cul by 90% and HGV
movemenis by B0% on some pro-
jects.” Additional recycling capa-
bility is available by calling on

Anti skid surfacing Mastergrip
being applied at a high stress site.

Tarmac’s joinl venture company
Hoadstone Recycling

“Together we can provide a
complete full depth recycling ser-
vice for the reconstruction of
heavily trafficked trunk roads,
with Roadstone Recycling pro-
viding foam mix recycled asphalt
for roadbasefbase course, and
us stahilising the sub grade and
recycling ils sub-base insitu.”

A lot of interest is also being
seen in fuel resistant slurry sur-
faces, which can be provided as
a treatment to existing surfaces
including lorry parks and air-
fields. Tarmac Johnston can pro-
vide fuel resistant  slurry
reatments which are perma-
nently anti skid and can tolerate
high temperalures, with a life of
five years and more.

In addition, less fuel sensitive
areas on roads, runways and air-
field taxiways can be waler-
proofed, protected and
revitalised by the application of
Tarmac Jahnston slurry seal,

For foctways, Tarmac Johnston
can provide a broad range of
micro surfacing alternatives with
varying lextures and aesthetic
appearances.

Stoeve Coomhbs
says: "With our
broad range of
products and
services and our
ability to access
products and
processes
across Tarmac,
wie can provide
a range of solu-
tions for what-
ever surfacing
maintenance
need arises.”




